
4Deadly Hazards to 
Avoid After the Storm

STAY ALIVE!

2
ELECTROCUTION
•  Stay away from ALL downed wires and

whatever they are touching.

•  Avoid standing water that covers
electrical outlets or is in contact with
electrical equipment.

•  Use only undamaged, OUTDOOR
electrical cables with portable generators.

•  Don’t operate electrical appliances and
equipment that are in water or have
been under water. Have a qualified
technician clear them for use first.

 GAS EXPLOSION
•   If you smell or hear gas leaking, don’t

turn lights on or off, or use electrical
equipment, including a phone.
LEAVE IMMEDIATELY, then call 911. 

•   Before you use a gas appliance
or gas cylinder that has
been under water, have
a professional check
for damage or leaks.

CARBON MONOXIDE POISONING
Use portable generators, charcoal grills and 
camp stoves outside the house and garage, 
and far away from windows, doors and vents.
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HOUSE FIRE 
Use flashlights or 
battery-powered 
lanterns instead 
of candles. 3

at least 20 feet*

* Minimum distance recommended by the 
U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention.
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