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Table 6 shows that in 2009 approximately Table 6. Distance to School for K-8t Grade
31 percent of K-8" grade students lived one Students in 2009
mile or less from school while 20 percent lived
between one and two miles of school and half Distance from home to school )
of all students lived beyond two miles of school.
< Vi mile 10.5%

Although 31 percent (Table 6) of the students .
lived within one mile of school, only 35 percent Va-V2 mile S
(Table 3) of those students usually walked Vo - 1 mile 11.9%
or bicycled to school. For the remaining 65 .
percent of students living within one mile of 1-2 miles 156
school bu.’r.who did @o’r usually walk or biq:ccle, 24 miles 49.8%
opportunities may exist to get a segment o

PP 4 g ° Total 100%

these students walking and bicycling to school.

In 2009, among the K-8™" grade students that usually walked to school, 50 percent lived less than
one-quarter mile from school and 87 percent lived one mile or less from school (Table 7). Please
note that the travel information in Table 7 is different that than the information shown earlier in
Table 5. Among students that usually bicycled, 65 percent lived one mile or less from school.
Almost 29 percent of students usually driven to school in the personal vehicle lived one mile or
less from school, whereas 16 percent of usual school bus riders lived one mile or less from school
and 65 percent lived beyond two miles of school.

Table 7. Distance to School by Usual Travel Mode for K-8'" Grade Students in 2009

Distance from home Persc?nal Bicycle School Bus Transit

to school Vehicle
< V4 mile 6.9% 49.8% 8.9% 3.3% 5.5%
Va-'2 mile 8.3% 21.4% 17.6% 4.4% 2.2%
V2 - 1 mile 13.7% 15.3% 38.7% 8.1% 11.0%
1-2 miles 23.1% 6.7% 30.3% 18.8% 30.4%
2+ miles 47.9% 6.8% 4.4% 65.4% 50.9%
Total 100% 100% 100% 100% 100%

*The following sample interpretations show the difference between the information presented in Tables 5 and 7.
Table 5: Among the students that lived within one-quarter mile of school, 55.3 percent walked to school.
Table 7: Among the students that walked to school, 49.8 percent lived within one-quarter mile of school.
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Travel Mode to School as
Reported by Students

he 1995 NPTS and 2009 and 2001 NHTS each included a travel diary that

was completed by the students. These diaries captured the travel modes used
by the respondent on the diary completion day and were the equivalent to asking
the K-8™" grade students, “How did you get to school today2” The student-provided
travel diary information is slightly different than the parent-provided travel
information described earlier in this report (refer to Table 1). The diary information
shows how students reported they traveled to school on one particular day,
whereas the parent provided information shows how students usually traveled to
school on most days.

Figure 4 shows that from 1995 to 2009, the share of K-8™" grade students that
arrived by personal vehicle increased by six percent and this rise primarily came
from declines in walking and school bus use. When examined by distance, no
statistically significant changes in travel modes were found among K-8" grade
students living within one mile of school during this 15 year period (Table 8),

but the percentage of students living within one mile of school declined by a
statistically significant three percent (Table 9). McDonald and colleagues suggest
that the shift to more K-8™" grade students living farther from school likely explains
why school arrival by personal vehicle rose and walking slightly declined. The
lack of travel mode change among the students living within an easy walking and
bicycling distance of school (less than 1 mile) and a greater proportion of students
living farther from school highlight the importance of school location and school
assignment policies on how students travel to school.'

Figure 4. Comparison of Travel Mode to School for K-8" Grade Students, 1995-2009
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Data are standardized to the 2009 distribution by age, sex, and race.
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Table 8: Comparison of Travel Mode to School by Distance for K-8 Grade Students, 1995-2009

Distance from home to school Travel mode 1995 2001 2009
Personal vehicle 46.1% 39.0% 42.1%
Walk 42.5% 49.3%  39.5%
Bicycle 2.2% 2.1% 2.4%
Less than 1 mile School bus 8.4% 8.8% 15.3%
Transit 0.8% 0.5% 0.2%
Other 0.0% 0.3% 0.4%
Total 100%  100% 100%
Personal vehicle 57.2% 60.4% 66.2%
Walk 8.4% 8.8% 6.4%
Bicycle 4.4% 2.6% 1.4%
1-1.99 Miles School bus 25.4% 25.8% < 24.1%
Transit 4.5% 2.2% 1.2%
Other 0.0% 0.2% 0.7%
Total 100%  100% 100%
Personal vehicle 42.3% 47.4%  51.5%
Walk 0.6% 1.6% 0.3%
Bicycle 0.3% 0.4% 0.3%
2 or More Miles School bus 54.4% 49.0% 45.9%
Transit 2.2% 1.4% 1.2%
Other 0.2% 0.2% 0.8%
Total 100%  100% 100%

Data are standardized to the 2009 distribution by age, sex, and race.

Table 9: Distance to School for K-8th Grade Students, 1995-2009

Distance from home to school 1995 2001 2009
Less than 1 mile 24.9% 22.5% 21.7%
1-1.99 miles 13.6% 15.1% 16.2%
2 or more miles 61.4% 62.4% 62.2%
Total 100% 100% 100%

Data are standardized to the 2009 distribution by age, sex, and race.
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Variation between Parent-Provided
and Student-Provided Information

It is worth noting that variation exists in the
2009 data between the parent-reported usual
school travel mode and the student-reported
school travel mode taken on the particular
day the travel diary was completed. Estimates
of walking to school and school bus use were
higher and estimates of driving to school were
lower for the parent-reported usual travel
mode than the student-reported school travel
mode information. Deciding which travel data
to use (parent-reported usual travel mode or
student-reported travel mode on the diary
completion day) typically will be determined by
the question trying to be answered. Questions
about habitual or routine school travel are
better answered using the usual travel mode
information provided by parents. The student-
provided travel information in the diary has
the advantage of being specific to the mode
used to get to school on a particular day.

When describing changes in school travel
patterns over time, it is appropriate to use the
travel information from the student-reported
travel diary because these data were collected
in a consistent manner during the years 1995,
2001 and 2009. The parent-reported ‘usual’
school travel mode information provides
generalized school travel in 1969 and 2009.
Differences in the question wording, data
collection method, and respondents (parents
versus student) between the usual school
travel mode questions and the travel diary’s
travel mode data make it inaccurate to
compare the 1969 and 2009 usual travel
mode data to the 1995, 2001 and 2009
school travel mode data from the travel diary.
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About the National Household
Travel Survey

The U.S. Department of Transportation
conducts the National Household Travel
Survey (NHTS) to assess the country’s
transportation patterns every 5 to 10 years.
The 2009 NHTS updated information
gathered in the 2001 NHTS and in prior
Nationwide Personal Transportation Surveys
(NPTS) conducted in 1969, 1977, 1983, 1990,
and 1995.7
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